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Strategies for Exam Success 

The Practical Assessments
A heartening number of

candidates have taken and
passed the Basic Assessment. In
my opinion it is better to
attempt this assessment in the
second year of beekeeping
after gaining some additional
experience. Most candidates
need to sharpen up their
knowledge of diseases, but well
done to those Associations that
encouraged their members to
take this first step in bee
management.

Created in response to
requests to facilitate
progression from the Basic level
to the Advanced level, the
General Husbandry Assessment
now provides a practical
assessment at an intermediate
level. This assessment involves
the beekeeper demonstrating
various tasks such as an
artificial swarm, or making up a
nucleus in his/her own apiary.
The assessor will want to see
the extracting/bottling and wax
processing facilities. This
rigorous assessment tests not
only the safety and skill of our
beekeeping, but also how we
present our products to the
public. Do use the syllabus as a
guide to what is required. The
poor summer this year made
the assessment difficult to
undertake, but most
beekeepers and bees were very
cooperative.  

Advanced Husbandry
Assessment

The final practical assessment,
the Advanced Husbandry
Assessment, is held at
Stoneleigh. It entails giving a
short lecture on a pre-chosen
topic in front of a local
audience. Four sections then
follow: queen rearing, general
management, microscopy and a
viva voce. This year's candidates
gave some excellent lectures,
but some were not able to keep
to time and answer questions
related to their topics. In the
four sections the major

problems identified were: 

n Diagnosing problems with
unknown colonies

n Poor queen rearing
technique, probably due to
lack of practice

n Legislation pertaining to
honey bottling

n Knowledge of enzymes

n Disease in general. 

The Modules
In the past the BBKA

examinations comprised a 3-hour
paper on practical beekeeping
and a 3-hour paper on scientific
topics. In other words, they
covered two major areas of
knowledge. In each area, the
examinations were carried out at
two levels: the Intermediate,
where the knowledge of each
topic could be superficial; and the
Senior, where in-depth answers
were expected.

A change to a modular system
was requested and the new
BBKA modular examination
system is divided into 7 major
areas of study. In each, there is
an examination at a senior level.
As anatomy and biology are the
topics most unfamiliar to many
beekeepers, this section has
been divided into two different
levels that cover similar ground:
one is marked at an intermediate
level (Module 4) and the other at
a senior level (Module 5).
Module 4 is therefore optional. It
is not essential to take the
modules in numerical sequence.
Because disease requires some
knowledge of anatomy, it makes
good sense to take Modules 4 or
5 before Module 3. 

In all modules Section A is a
`warm up' of 10 questions
requiring one word or short
sentence answers, and should
take less than 10 minutes.
Section B requires answers to 4
out of 5 questions. Use bullet
points with explanations in
short sentences ± about 10
minutes for each. Section C

requires a single essay in
response to 1 out of 2 given
questions: it should take no
longer than 30 minutes. Look
carefully at the question ± the
examiner is trying to lead you to
the answer. There are no trick
questions. Poor handwriting or
spelling, whilst making marking
difficult, is not penalised.

Module 1:
In the summer prior to the

examination look at the
syllabus of each module you
intend to take and try out the
techniques. Try moving bees,
grafting larvae, doing a
standard artificial swarm/
Demaree, so that you write
your answers from experience,
not just from what you
remember the book says.

Module 2:
Ted Hooper in Bees and Honey

gives a good description of how
to bottle honey. Being
important it is bound to come
up year after year.

Module 3:
Most candidates found this

difficult. Do get copies of
Ministry leaflets and legislation.
Learn what is meant by terms in
common use such as
Biotechnical management of
disease. Viruses are now more
important since varroa is a
known vector. Learn the
difference between the signs of
spray damage and virus deaths

attributed to virus. 

Modules 4 and 5:
There is no way round learning

what makes the bee tick. 

Module 6:
This should be an easy module

with the emphasis on
behaviour, why bees swarm,
why they need water, nectar
and pollen, and how they
communicate this to each other.

Module 7:
The question on cell division is

difficult, but there were easier
questions such as how to assess
a potential breeder queen, or
why clip a queen's wings. The
success rate of queen
introduction varies greatly and
should be practised so that
experience can help with
answering this question.

Module 8:
An interesting module with

facts on honey, pollen and the
history of beekeeping. 

Enrol and complete the
Correspondence Course and
read current literature, but
remember not all you read is
useful or accurate. Get old
examination papers and
practise writing down your
answers - it helps to organise
your thoughts. Set up a local
self-help group. Good luck.
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Assistant Moderator
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