[image: image1.jpg]fera_./

§§§§§3’4’4¢’
The Food and Environment
Research Agency



David Packham
Seasonal Bee Inspector

Devon
07775 119463
To Exeter, East Devon & Tiverton DBKA Branch Secretaries 

It’s that time of the year when the bees are becoming more active and the Seasonal Bee Inspectors are waking from their winter hibernations.  Having been an inspector in Dorset for a number of years, I now find myself on home territory in Devon covering Exeter, Tiverton and East Devon. This winter we have seen long cold spells of freezing conditions, which has allowed the bees to remain in their cluster and preserve some winter stores. However, we are now experiencing a late spring which may put pressure on the remaining stores and test the stamina of the winter bees.  Let us hope for a long, hot summer with just enough overnight rain.  

Thanks to the efforts of all the beekeepers and in particular branch associations like yours, the government has made more money available to improve the Health of the Honey Bee.  Part of the money is to be used for developing the skills of Bee Keepers and I’m sure there will be lots of events during the next couple of years. 

I thought it would be a good idea to allocate some time to your members who are new beekeepers.  If your association is able to organise a day (or more) I would be happy to visit each of their apiaries in turn.  In addition to carrying out an inspection for disease, I would talk to them about diseases, apiary hygiene and any other issues of bee husbandry that may be concerning them. Please do speak to your new members and urge them to take up this wonderful offer. We should be able to visit 5 or 6 apiaries a day with a break for lunch in a pub or preferably at one of their apiaries. It will be lots of fun, educational and it’s FREE.

Varroa, Foul Brood and Nosema are the major disease threats facing Bees today particularly when combined with the many viruses and it is important that we raise awareness, encourage good practice and train new Beekeepers in good husbandry, hence the above offer. There is also the increasing threat of Small Hive Beetle (SHB) reaching Briton and I would welcome the opportunity to demonstrate to your members how to inspect a colony for SHB.  In addition ‘The National Bee Unit’ is looking for a number of experienced beekeepers who would be prepared to inspect their hives for small hive SHB on a regular basis, perhaps your branch apiary might be interested in doing this.  

I shall be grateful if you would remind your members who have internet access to visit the website http://www.fera.defra.gov.uk/plants/beeHealth/index.cfm.  This provides the latest information on bee disease; they can also register on BeeBase and request a free inspection by following the link to https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/index.cfm 

I would also be interested in the location of any abandoned hives or hives owned by non-association members. Unfortunately, it is often these hives that are responsible for perpetuating a disease outbreak. 

Finally, I am looking forward to meeting as many Bee Keepers in the area as possible, making new friends and acquaintances.  And of course if any of your members believe that they may have a disease problem or require advice on apiary hygiene please ask them to contact me.

I wish you a disease-free year with lots of full honey buckets. 
David 
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