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Next Meeting:

Wednesday 5" May at 7.30pm
The Friends Meeting House
Miller Street, Newcastle-u-Lyme
ST5 1JD

“Chairman’s Chat”

Another month, another issue. How the time flies.
What a difference to our bees, since last month,
with the advent of some milder weather and pollen
coming in by the bucket load! All of a sudden there
is an urgency to our beekeeping, with supers
needing to be aired and put on the bees. | would
recommend two to each hive initially, and you can
choose a warm day and have a look in the brood
box, if you have not al
forget the queen excluder. (above for new
beekeepers)

The Conference at Stoneleigh will have taken
place by the time you receive this issue, and | hope
as many of you as possible attended and listened
to the lectures. No doubt you will also not have
been able to resist the trade stalls, Phil and | found
just last week some Canadian plastic clearer units
that we bought last year, still in their original plastic
carrier bag! We must try and use them this year!

| am pleased to tell you that our President Bill
Woodward is now out of hospital following a recent
blip to his health, and chasing us to help with his
bees. He gave me some really good advise on how
to retrieve a colony of bees that has taken up
residence in a hollow tree trunk from last year, now
causing a nuisance to the house owners, using a
nucleus hive in front of the entrance being used by
the bees. What experience, | will let you know if we
are successful in getting them.

See you all at our next meeting on May 5™ if you
can make it.

Dave Cheek davidcheek@talktalk.net

STOP PRESS - Updated Varroa Leaflet

FERA has updated their Varroa Management Leaflet
and it is available to download from:
https://secure.fera.defra.gov.uk/beebase/downloadDocu
ment.cfm?id=16 It is hoped to have some printed copies
shortly for distribution at the next meeting.

Dates for your diary:

On Wednesday 5™ May
Swarms and Honey Extracting

David Cheek and David Teasdale will take us through
the important topic of:

eSwarm contr ol (or how to
neighbours!),

®Col |l ecting swar ms
®@Extracting Honey

This should help you to retain your bees, get extra
bees and since you will be looking forward to
producing honey they will explain how to steal that
liquid gold from your colonies.

Sat 12™ June 20D. Start at 10.30.
Leek Beebreeders Apiary LongsdorST9 90QB

In case of poor weather and/or afterwards the
intention is to reconvene at the Hollybush at Denford
over a drink and a sandwich.

Dave Buckley, from Cheshire, will be demonstrating
and he places importance on giving our large number
of beginners the practical experience they need but
also allowing guestions from the experienced to lead
the way in providing stimulating food for thought for
beginners. He is a protagonist of the BIBBA Beowulf
Cooper model conserving and improving native
gueens so may be keen to promote queen breeding.
Tim.

Saturday 17" July

Summer Social
More details will be provided in the next NewsLetter.

Your NewsLetter:
Please send any comments, suggestions for articles
or (hopefully) articles to David Teasdale. This is your

NewsLetter, please help us to help YOU. Thank you,
Dave Teasdale. 01782 502495 or 07971 013787 or
Email teasdale.david@btinternet.com
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Ted Hooper: beekeeper - born September 21, 1918. - died March 19, 2010, aged 91

Extract from The Times April 3, 2010

Ted Hooper was a former president of the British
Guide to Bees and Honey, which has sold more than 100,000 copies and been translated into more than 12
languages since publication in 1976. A fourth edition will appear shortly, updated by one of his pupils, and
will include techniques to control Varroasis — a condition unknown to Hooper before his official retirement in
1984. It is still one of the most highly recommended books for new beekeepers.

What we should not do I

N vSIted in busheg
dlfflcult tod access -‘

The photograph is a good example of everything that we as beekeepers should not do. And was taken by
Nick Mawby when on holiday in February 2010 in Gran Canaria,

Nick came across a local apiary and took a photograph of one of the hives, which he thought would be
interesting for newcomers.

What we should do is be safe and tidy insofar as:
9 Site the hive safely and securely to prevent problems when manipulating the bees — mind your back!
f Don't | eave old combs or bits of wax |ying ar
have a container with you to save scraps of wax that could be melted down and reused.

9 Old frames can either be cleaned/sterilised or destroyed depending upon their condition and the wax
melted down for reuse.

Yes we do need your help!

; We are approaching the time of the year when your Association is contacted by
: members of the general public with questions about swarms, bumble bees & wasps
and we need volunteers to answer the questions and offer advice.

g We will publish information in the next Newsletter to help you with the task but initially
WE NEED we need the names and contact details to whom we can refer the questions.

YO"! I am in the process of updating the list of information that | provide to the various
Councils etc and Gill (our General Secretary) also needs the contact details.
Preferably, we would like to produce a list which covers all of the area within North Staffordshire. The
general situation simply results in providing advice but it could result in collecting a swarm of bees which is
always useful. If you are able to help, please let me know ASAP. David Teasdale



