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Schedule of Events for 2011
	Sunday 14 August
	Out Apiary 2 pm
	Branch Meeting - Winter Preparation

	Sunday 14 August
	Out Apiary 6.30 pm
	BBQ

	Saturday 3 September
	Out Apiary 2 pm
	Honey Show

	Sunday 18 September
	Out Apiary 2pm
	Wintering & Feeding

	Friday 14 October 
	Fiveways 7.30 pm
	Branch Dinner

	Monday 17 October
	Fiveways 7.30pm
	Branch Meeting

	Monday 21 November 
	Fiveways 7.30 pm
	70th Annual General Meeting


As in previous years, the branch will be taking part in local shows and events. If you would like to assist in these very interesting activities then please let us know.
BBQ at Fir Tree Farm on 14 August 2011 at 6.30 pm
 
The cost per person is £12.00 and there will be vegetarian selections if required. So that Alan and Edwina have an indication of numbers for catering, please will you let Penny Oakley know by 8 August if you would like to attend and whether you would prefer the vegetarian option.
 
The Bees Swarmed – were Contained and Rehoused! by June Mills
As you can see from the photograph, a large colony of bees emerged from our hive and settled under a branch of the fir tree. (Imagine the weight on the poor bees that first settled and hung on there!)  Our next-door neighbour rang at 9.30 a.m. “You’ve got a swarm of bees” she said.  Oh! Hell, fetch the emergency team.
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Anyway, after gearing up of course, Barry got a ladder and cut the branch of bees off.  He dropped them into a box which I was holding up at arms’ length and they were lowered onto an awaiting sheet for wrapping them up.  Barry then set up a new hive complete with mesh-wired base and eleven waxed frames.  He then placed a ramp and the bees were tipped out of the box, onto the sheet.  They slowly began to walk up the ramp (see photo 2) and a couple of hours later both sheet and box were empty and removed. Phew!  They are still there in their new home!!  
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A weekend in a beekeepers life by Margaret Wilson
Saturday morning  

Do all the household jobs that you normally do on a Sunday, 

Check the garden and the area surrounding your bee hives, trim where necessary. 

Late afternoon, 

Check the observation hive and make sure that it is in good working order.  Light smoker and prepare to move bees from hive 7 into the observation hive.  Approach hive number 7, smoke and prepare to open. Put the observation hive in a suitable position for the transfer, leaving no room for a ‘dropped’ queen.  Open hive and go through frames putting them into the lower chamber of the observation hive if no queen is on the frame.  The frame with the queen on must be placed in the ‘observation chamber’ and this chamber closed off immediately,  when the remainder of the frames have been placed in the lower chamber, re-assemble with the Queen situated in the observation section.  Leave for flying bees to return. 

Get all posters, leaflets and other literature ready for transportation to the venue; get samples of queen cells, queen cups, frames, honeycomb etc., ready to move. When all bees are home in the observation hive, close the entry and bring the observation hive under the veranda for protection. 

Sunday am. 

Check observation hive, get ready for the show, wearing the Ormskirk and Croston new gear (looks really good).  Suitably buoyant with ego in place, all posters and literature placed in large container for transportation.  Don’t forget some lunch and a couple of flasks for liquid refreshment, oops, get liquid refreshment for the bees - nice clean water in a spray bottle. 

Decided to take bee tool box, just in case, you never know what may happen (not escaped bees please).  We also decided that we would take some frames to make up in case it was poorly attended and we got bored. 

Tell next door neighbour they can look at bees working in the observation hive before we set off, neighbours came running to see the working of the hive, small compensation for living next to a Bee Farm. 

Load all gear in car, making sure that the hive is facing the right direction to prevent the frames from bumping into each other. 

Double check that we have all we need and set off with one and a half hours to spare (well you never know do you). 

After travelling less than two miles, we approach a police check area and are one of several cars pulled in for random inspection (phew, thank goodness for the extra time we allowed for the journey). 

Two young police constables approached the car and windows were duly lowered. They explained that it was a random check, we said OK and they said what is in the box!!!!!!!!!  The box, being the observation hive with about 20,000 bee’s buzzing around inside. 

We then told them what was in the box and they smartly took two steps backwards. After ensuring that the bees were locked away securely, they proceeded with their task of checking the car. All OK so off we went having wasted 30 minutes of our time. 

Arrived at the venue and parked car in the designated space. Walked through the grounds to find our location only to discover there were no sides to the area where we were situation, no good for posters or any signs saying what we were doing.  Talked to the staff only to be told that we had lots of space and three tables and that was all we could have. 

Returned to the car to collect the equipment and literature, this was going to need more than one trip, made it back to the car, collected most of the equipment and returned to collect the observation hive and the remainder of the bee essentials. 

The observation hive was not too heavy, but had to be carried long ways so that the frames did not bang against each other, Difficult task me being female and not in the first flush of youth.  Several stops along the way were needed and eventually we did manage to get to the stand where we were to set up.

Our instructions were to strap the hive to a sturdy table, so as we did have two suitable straps we proceeded to do just that, Oh dear, neither strap fitted and even if we fastened them together we could not achieve our objective unless we faced the hive in a poor position for viewing by the public. Forget that, leave the hive in its good position and remember to hold it when people were viewing.  

Next, putting up posters!!!!  Where, there were no sides to our area, just a canvas roof.  Thank goodness we brought our bee tool box. Searched out drawing pins and gaffer tape, could not use the pins on the nice table so proceeded to tape down the 5 posters to the table tops., put out the remainder of the leaflets using hive tools as paper weights, wow it is 11am and we have a crowd of 6 asking questions already.  I started to answer questions and Rose took out the frames to start building them up, mistake, she also had a group of people wanting to talk. 

Now I have to tell you that Rose is not a believer of her own capabilities, she has a good mind and an ability to get on with things at a pace other much younger people find awesome. 

Her idea of helping with the show was to stand in the background for moral support, well that did not happen, in at the deep end she went, there were lots of people asking pertinent and ‘non pertinent’ questions which she handled without pausing, astounded at her own depth of knowledge. 

One gentleman told us that boxes of bumble bees were imported from Holland to pollinate greenhouses in the Ormskirk District, I said they would probably be honey bees he said no, they used bumble bees because they do not sting!  OK I can understand that, however he then went on to say that they only stung when provoked, I said honey bees again but he insisted that they were bumble bees, sometimes it is better to admit defeat rather than continue the fight, so I did so in this case, with as much dignity as I could.  

During a small gap in visitors our lunch box was brought out.  The gap disappeared and lo and behold by the time the gap was moved it was four o’clock. Closing time. Lunch left uneaten with only half a cup of tea devoured. 

The bees were well hydrated by spraying into the hive every half hour, they certainly seemed happy enough and we were privileged to see the queen actually choosing cells and laying eggs in them surrounded by her entourage petting and feeding her. How wonderful to see. 

Packing up is always easier, however after a full day the observation hive seemed to have increased in weight and the walk back to the car was not easy and I had to pause several times to let my arms rest.  

Sunday later afternoon, 

Arrived home and took the bees up the garden and let them out for a breather, changed clothes and off to a family birthday party.  At least we had not to cook dinner and we were waited on by grandchildren, (there is a god.)  Early evening, we made our way home and decided to return the bees to their original hive from the observation hive, but thought murder was going on in my neighbour’s garden, chickens flying out of the hen house, the running ducks not knowing which way to run.   Put smoker down and went to see what was going on as the neighbour was out for the evening. 

Found one dead duck, realised there were 2 more missing and the foster mother of the ducks (which was actually a broody chicken who had hatched them) making a racket sitting high on my garden fence.  Phoned neighbour and told him of the incidents and he said he would come home right away. 

I got the bees back into their hive and took the observation hive away, went to check if I could help with search for hens and ducks. It was deduced that either a stoat or a minx had got into the garden and killed three young running ducks and two chickens.  Not a good end to the day. 

Monday, is a work day, off to the office at 0700 hours, phone call received at 1100 hrs, swarm in garden. 

How so, I have 7 hives without mated queens and we still have a week to go till the time to inspect. 

Went home to check and yes there is a swarm, about 40 ft up in the damson tree without a branch on which to rest the ladder.  Checked the suspect hives and lo and behold one of the four hives with mated queens had swarmed. There was a queen cell which the workers were weakening to get the queen out.  

Checked another of the hives, and the non-mated queen is now mated and laying at a rapid speed, needed to double brood the hive, returned the supers and then needed to get back to the office for a meeting, closed up the hive  with a promise to continue later in the day, 

This is a hobby, not a full time occupation, just a hobby taking a couple of hours a week, little expenditure and a sense of satisfaction looking after the little creatures. 
In your dreams! 
Visit to the National Bee Unit on 8TH June 2011 by Heather Taylor
Members of the Ormskirk and Croston and Southport Bee Keeping Associations had a most interesting visit to the National Bee Unit, which is based at the Headquarters of the Food and Environmental Agency in York on a Wednesday evening in June.

Security was quite tight as one would expect, we checked in and were issued with passes before being warmly welcomed by Selwyn Wilkins, the Commercial and Diagnostic Services Manager and Ben Jones, who does Diagnosis and Research in the Bee Laboratory.

The warm welcome included some excellent biscuits and tea, which was gratefully received by those of us who had come straight from work.

The Fera Headquarters are most attractive with lots of plants and potential forage, several large ponds and a few examples of local sculpture. 

We were taken to the home apiary, where they have approximately 30 hives,[the unit has over 150 in total across approximately 10 local apiary sites] and as it was a pleasant evening watched the bees working for a while. There were apideas and nuc boxes as well as the full sized Smith hives.

They have two full time managers for the bees and one got the impression of a small dedicated team, working together with all hands to the pump at busy bee times for example harvesting the honey! Apparently the bees produced about 6 tons last year, which was a record harvest!

We then saw the extraction room, their storage hangar which was well organized, piled high with super, brood boxes etc. They also had a rather nifty portable wooden shelter for covering opened hives when working in inclement weather.

We then progressed to the laboratory where we were somewhat disappointed to discover we could see a dead hive beetle in a bottle but no chance of going anywhere near the live version. This is due to bio security, they have seven layers of security including a frozen corridor, so by the time you reach the wretched creature you are in a small room the size of a phone booth that would have been a little too cosy with thirteen of us! It was however, interesting to actually see the dead one and also a most helpful frame of EFB.  We also saw examples of dead tropilaelaps, which we were able to examine.

In conclusion the NBU is well worth a visit; the staff are knowledgeable and were most friendly. We are lucky I think to have such a resource easily accessible.
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Ken Calveley in action at the Out Apiary

Photo by Mark Aspinall
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