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  01704-892118
Email: 
(ray.dowson@ormskirkbeekeepers.co.uk)
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E-mail Addresses

If you have an e-mail address please can you inform the secretary so that the Newsletter and other information can be sent to you without incurring postage charges; it all helps to keep down the cost of membership.

Annual Subscriptions for 2011

These are now due if you haven’t already paid.
Subscriptions for 2011/12 are: -



One adult with up to three colonies
£20.00



One adult with up to five colonies

£22.00




One adult with up to ten colonies

£25.25
 




One adult with up to fifteen colonies
£27.75



One adult with up to twenty colonies
£29.50


One adult with up to thirty colonies
£31.10




Additional family members


£2.50 each



Partner Member



£14.00



Country Member 



£10.00

NB. There is an additional administration charge of £10.00 for renewal subscriptions received after 29 February.
Please make your cheque payable to Ormskirk & Croston Dist Br. L & NWBKA and send to: 

M Wilson, Keepers Lodge, 83 Kittlingborne Brow, Higher Walton. PR5 4DP
For direct bank transfers the account details are: Sort Code 16-27-22 Account No10170774. Please give your full name as a reference.
Please let Margaret Wilson know if you are eligible for ‘Gift Aid’ and have not filled in our qualifying form. Without ‘Gift Aid’ your subscription would be at least £23.
If you have given up beekeeping and/or do not wish to continue with your membership of the Ormskirk & Croston branch please let Margaret know. This will stop you getting unnecessary mail and save us time and postage. 

If you have any queries please phone Margaret 01772 339936, mobile 07764 464 901 or e-mail:-  Margaret@sector-security.net
Schedule of Events for 2012
	Monday 23 January
	Fiveways 7.30 pm
	Talk on insects and other creatures found on Varroa Floors by Richard Underwood

	Monday 20 February
	Fiveways 7.30
	Anatomy and dissection by Graham Royle

	Saturday 3 March
	
	Lancashire Convention – Speakers Clive De Bruyn & Pam Hunter

	Monday 19 March
	Fiveways 7.30
	To be announced

	Saturday 31 March
	Edge Hill University
	Beekeeping Course for Beginners

	Saturday 14 April
	Out Apiary
	Train the Demonstrators, an afternoon session with Ian McLean and Ray Dowson

	20-22 April
	Harper Adams University College
	BBKA Spring Convention http://www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/bbka_spring_convention_2012

	Saturday 28 April
	Out Apiary
	Branch - Disease day with Ian Molyneux and John Zamorski from 10 am to 4 pm

	Saturday 5 May
	Out Apiary 9.00am – 4.30pm
	General Husbandry workshop (Lancashire & NW BKA)

	Saturday 12 May
	Out Apiary 2pm
	Branch - Swarm control, queen clipping and marking

	Saturday 9 June
	Out Apiary 2pm
	Branch – Making Increase

	Saturday 7 July
	Out Apiary 2pm
	Branch – Honey extraction and wax melting

	Sunday 12 August
	Out Apiary 3 pm
	Branch - Winter Preparation followed by the annual barbecue

	Date to be confirmed
	Out Apiary 2 pm
	Honey Show

	Sunday 22 September
	Out Apiary 2pm
	Final winter preparation

	Friday in October To be confirmed 
	
	Branch Dinner

	Monday in October TBC
	Fiveways 7.30pm
	Branch Meeting

	Monday in November TBC
	Fiveways 7.30 pm
	71st Annual General Meeting


As in previous years, the branch will be taking part in local shows and events. If you would like to assist in these very interesting activities then please let us know.
We welcome any contributions for future newsletters and look forward to hearing from you.
Free Sugar
There is a supply of free sugar for feeding bees available at the Out Apiary. If you would like some, please contact Marilyn Poole at vmpoole@googlemail.com or 01204 306575. All that is asked in return is a jar of honey for the staff who donate this sugar to the Branch.
Training a bee for sniffing
Margaret Wilson emailed to say she had seen sniffer bees on TV so Mark Oakley undertook some research to find out more! For those of you who didn’t see the recent edition of the One Show on BBC1, there is a company called Inscentinel based at Rothamstead Research that appears to have developed the sniffing bee technology. Their website is http://www.inscentinel.com/ and the information below is extracted from here.
‘Our "sniffer bees" are honey bees trained to recognise a specific odour. Similar to training a dog, bees are trained through Pavlovian conditioning - a simple association of a smell with a food reward.

The insect is exposed to the odour in a controlled pulse and simultaneously rewarded with sugar solution. After 5 odour presentations the bee is trained. When the bee detects the odour it expects a food reward and extends its tongue (proboscis). This response is a reflex action (Proboscis extension Reflex, PER) and is not consciously controlled by the bee.

This is a simplified version of laboratory hand-training procedure. For more elaborate procedures there are plenty of articles.

1. Place a bee in a clean airflow
2. Introduce target odour for a period of 6 seconds
3. After 3 seconds of exposure to the target odour, the antenna is touched with sucrose solution to elicit a proboscis extension and the bee is allowed to feed on the sucrose solution for the remaining 3 seconds of the odour presentation. Of course, the sucrose solution is moved to below the bee's mouthparts once the proboscis is extended to allow feeding.
4. The whole process takes one minute. To reinforce the memory, the steps are repeated for 5 cycles.
5. Now trained, the bees are ready to sniff out terrorists.
 

Sense of honeybees

In the natural world, honey bees show a remarkable ability to locate flowers to source nectar and pollen. Foraging worker bees have an acute memory of a variety of scents to help them locate food sources. Throughout its life, a worker honey bee is constantly adapting, modifying and learning associations between odours and the environment.

Individual sensors densely cover each of the bee’s two antennae. The sensors are connected to nerve cells which are integrated in the olfactory lobe of the insect's head. Odour recognition is by a combination of specific molecular binding and signal processing.

Insect olfaction and the bees' capabilities represent an effective, sensitive, ready-made sensing system that can be tapped into using innovative technology and protocols. Inscentinel uses bees as sensitive, vapour detecting "micromachines".’
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