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STROUD BEEKEEPERS

Beginners’ Beekeeping Course 2012

	Date
	Topic
	Leader

	21 Feb
	Introduction

Introduction to the branch 
Importance of beekeeping
Beekeeping in UK
Video
Starting beekeeping (Branch apiary for first year, getting bees and equipment, taking the Basic exam)
	Julian Cleeton

	28 Feb
	Bees

Queens, workers, drones
The colony
Eggs, larvae, pupae - brood
Division of labour in hive
Lifecycles 
Basic anatomy
	Beris Hanks

	13 Mar
	Equipment
Setting up an apiary
Clothing
Hives
Hive tools
Brood chambers, supers, queen excluders
Manipulation, qx, supering
Finding marking queen
	John Willoughby

	20 Mar
	Pests and diseases
Controlling varroa
other diseases
mice, woodpeckers etc
	Ian Macdonald

	27 Mar
	Beekeeping and the beekeeping year
Spring
- colony build up
- swarming, swarm control
- swarm cells
Summer
- supering
- honey extraction
Autumn
- treatment
- feeding
- supersedure cells
Winter
- preparing for winter
- the colony in winter
	Pat Brown


