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STROUD BEEKEEPERS

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON

TUESDAY 25 OCTOBER 2011, AT ST DOMINIC’S SCHOOL, INCHBROOK, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

1. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from: Jim and Becky Divers; Ian McDonald; 

Lesley Pitchford; Heather Priestley; John Brownbill; Derek Gue; Sean Watson; 

Andy Coombes; Roz Jones.

2. Minutes of previous meeting (held on 20 October 2010)

A copy of the minutes had been sent to all members prior to this evening and copies were available at the meeting.

3. Matters arising

There were no matters arising from the minutes.

4. Reports – Secretary; Swarm Co-Ordinator; Treasurer; Apiary Manager; Chairman

The first three reports were presented and read out to the meeting.  The Chairman and Apiary Manager’s reports were not available on the night.  They will be posted on the website. Hard copies will be filed with the minutes.  

5. Election of branch officers

Chairman: Peter Lead.  Nominated by Beris Hanks, seconded by Patricia Brown.

Vice-Chairman:  There were no nominations so the post is vacant.

Treasurer: Christine Hancock. Nominated by Dai Field, seconded by Peter Lead.

Secretary: Julian Cleeton. Nominated by Patricia Brown, seconded by Beris Hanks.

Apiary Manager: Ian McDonald. Nominated by Peter Lead, seconded by Pat Brown.

Delegate to EC: Patricia Brown. Nominated by Julian Cleeton, seconded by Peter Lead.

Committee members: Lorraine Kirby.  Nominated by Pat Brown, seconded by 

Julian Cleeton, and Duncan Broady, nominated by Peter Lead, seconded by 

Dai Field.

In addition John Willoughby continues as a committee member and is the Webmaster.

6. Comments/plans for 2012

The chairman expressed a big thank you for the work undertaken by Julian Cleeton in the organisation and running of the training courses and days resulting in a substantial income allowing the apiary to be developed. 

The recent construction of a purpose-built shed will greatly improve the management of the apiary in the coming season.  Special thanks should go to Duncan Broady for his involvement in this project.  A new apiary management programme has been agreed, to be overseen by Pat Brown, Peter Lead and Duncan Broady.

The Chairman explained a joint development with the school.  He proposed a junior section within SBKA.  After some discussion this was agreed in principle subject to investigating the matter of insurance and child protection.

The BBKA basic assessment arrangements were discussed.  Lorraine Kirby will organise it.

Roger Freeman asked what provision was being made for the more experienced beekeeper?  A suggestion from Roger Eldridge was that those members should follow the beekeeping husbandry syllabus.  It would require someone to 

co-ordinate it; however no one was forthcoming to take this on. 

7. Programme for 2012

The Winter Programme takes us through to 07 April 2012.  The new committee will now plan the programme for the remainder of the year.

8. Any other business

The treasurer raised the issue of the number of signatories required on branch cheques.  Currently two are required, namely treasurer and chairman.  It was agreed that a third person, namely the secretary, be nominated to sign cheques in the absence of the chairman.  This was agreed.

Roger Freeman questioned whether the committee had the power to decide on expenditure without reference to the members, specifically with regards to the new shed.  Branch Rule No 3 states that ‘Branch Committees shall be responsible for the working of the Branch in an economical and businesslike manner’.  The members present confirmed that the elected committee should make such decisions. 

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.35 pm.

The number of attendees (members and guests) at the AGM was 32, as confirmed by the register.

Following the AGM, Roger Eldridge gave a short talk on preparing entries for the honey show in December. 

Peter Lead provided culinary hints and tips for the cookery entries to the honey show in December.

A local supplier and manufacturer, Bees ‘n Blossoms, exhibited several different types of hives.

Julian Cleeton concluded the evening with a presentation on the life of Rosa Bradley.

Chairman: Peter Lead

Reply to Secretary: Julian Cleeton, 24 Sandford Leaze, Avening, Glos, GL8 8PB

email: julian.cleeton@talktalk.net
Phone/fax: 01453 833983


