AGM 

I would like to welcome you to the AGM but also to apologise for being absent from it but I am currently in Southern France enjoying some late sun and lots of lavender honey.

This last year has been a bit like the curates egg –good in parts.  

Membership has continued to increase and now stands at 93 full members and 23 social members.  

Our finances are healthy with some £2200 in the bank although there are plans to spend significantly on updating the sheds and equipment at the apiary at Woodchester. As you will recall the apiary was moved from the Old Convent site to the school playing field as a consequence of the Convent being prepared for sale. The move, and the subsequent work involved in developing the new apiary site involved quite a few people in a lot of work, so thanks to them.  

Another very positive feature was the training programmes for new beekeepers run through the winter months and also the taster, one day courses. These were well attended and professionally presented.

On the down side, the bees came through winter in a poor state. They suffered a number of problems and we took a long time to get on top of these, even having to destroy one very badly infected colony. The practical training programme at the apiary suffered in consequence, although we had a regular attendance of around 15 or 20 new beekeepers. It was at times more an example of what not to do rather than a model of how to keep bees. Non-the-less there were a number of valuable lessons for the attendees and also the trainers.

It was disappointing that we were unable to allow anyone to attempt the Basic Assessment this year primarily as a result of the examiner running out of time. However it is principally the individual’s responsibility to make their intention to participate clear early in the season so that they can then be included in the planned assessments. I know that we are running reminder sessions over the winter and I would hope that they will be well supported and subsequently many people will take, and be successful with the assessment next year. 

We tried to establish a second apiary at Hawkwood College with the intention of providing more interesting training for our experienced beekeepers and longer term to develop a nucleus building programme but, through lack of support, this failed to take off and we have now withdrawn from this arrangement. Providing stimulating material for our more experienced members remains an outstanding topic.

During the year we were very fortunate to receive some equipment from Miranda Holmes and a couple of nuclei of bees from Dean Forest group. These donations were very timely and very welcome. 

Special mention must also be made of a gift of equipment and other items received from Rosa Bradley much of which has been sold to raise funds for the branch. Rosa was a longstanding member of the branch and gave generous support to it. Unfortunately, her beekeeping has had to end as a consequence of age and infirmity. We were asked to assist in clearing her apiary and looking after her remaining bees until a decision could be made about their future. Julian and others have been looking after her bees and clearing her apiary over the summer. To recognise this arrangement we propose to make Rosa a life member of the branch.

Much work is always done by relatively few people in any club and this one is no exception. The Committee give their time and in many cases spend their own money supporting the club and its members whether by giving advice, attending your colonies and mentoring you on an individual basis, the travelling costs alone can be quite an outlay for the individual. This help is freely given as we all have a passion for bees and beekeeping. We want you to get the best possible start to your beekeeping and so develop the same passion for these fascinating creatures. Many thanks to all those people who have given their time to pass on advice and support to other members.

This year Dai, Beris and I are stepping down from the Committee. I would like on your behalf to thank them for their service and support. 

The club will only prosper through a vibrant Committee and the active support of the membership so can I ask you all to consider how you can put something into the club so that it can continue and improve in the years ahead. 

I have enjoyed my year as Chairman and will watch with interest how the club progresses.

